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The term “Drug Checking” refers to an integrated service that 

basically enables drug users to have their synthetic drugs 

chemically analysed as well as receiving advice, consultation 

and, if necessary, counselling.  

 

Drug Checking exists in Europe since over thirty years and 

represents an essential aspect of public health policy as 

recommended by the World Health Organization. 

What is a Drug Checking 

service? 



Main objectives 

 Getting in touch with a group of user how was  difficult to reach 

until now. 

 Drug checking service are an educational, prevention and 

harm/risk-reduction tool .  

 Providing individual and personalized information about the 

substance they may consume 

 Monitoring the illegal market detecting new trends of drugs and 

drugs use and transforming this information to other stakeholders 

involved in this issue. 



Target group 

Recreational drug use 

• Switch off from everyday life 

• Relaxation 

• Expansion of consciouseness 

„Full  time“ drug use 

• Drug addiction 

• Physical symptoms & withdrawal 

• Comorbidity of mental disorders 

Party drug use 

• Social disinhibition 

• Enhancement 

• Symbiosis & trance 

 

Drug use for enhancement 

• Doping the brain 

• Neuroenhancement 

• Mood enhancement 

 

 

 

 

Main target group 



• 1996 first Drug Checking offer in Zurich, due to the reason of a 

legal uncertainty the program stops after some weeks  

• 1997 two different legal opinions, shows that the analyse of 

illegal substance for harm reduction purposes is legal  

• 1998 – 1999 Eve&Rave Switzerland collects substances at 

raves for analysing them in a back laboratory 

• 1998 the first mobile Drug Checking service was established in 

Bern  

• 2001 the city of Zurich starts under the umbrella of saferparty.ch 

to provide DC at party's 

• 2006 the First Drug Information centre is opened in Zurich 

Nearly tweenty years of 

Drug Checking experience 



Two types of Drug 

Checking services 

Mobile (on site): Drug Checking facility at raves, clubs, festivals or 

public spaces. The chemical analyse is done directly on place. Mostly 

together with an information stand or chill-out and a consultation 

services. 

Regular in a Centre: Drug Checking office for collecting substances 

witch will be analyzed in a external laboratory. Open regularly one day a 

week. Mostly integrated in a Drug Information Centre together with a 

consultation and counselling services. 



Explanation of the 

procedure 
Handling out of the substances: 

- Which substances  

- Where they have brought it  

- Personal experience with this substance before  

Short consultation 

session based on a 

questionnaire as risk 

assessment instrument 

  

Analysing result, qualitative and 

quantitative or unknown substances 

Personal explanation of 

the analysing result 

Chemical analyse of the 

substance (HPLC, etc.) 

Documentation 

Sample preparation 

Mobile Drug Checking 

services – process 



1998 until 1999, Eve&Rave 

Switzerland 



1998 until 2000 Contact 

Bern, Pilot-E 



Since 2001, City of Zurich, 

Saferparty.ch 

• Part of the Youth 

Counselling 

Streetwork 

• Social Welfare 

Department of 

the City of Zurich 



Since 2006, Rave it Safe 

Berne 

• Focused mainly 

on the canton 

Bern  

• Under the 

umbrella of Safer 

Dance Swiss, 

also active in 

Basel and other 

region 



Since 2012, warning.ch to 

display the results 



Zurich’s integrated 

approach 



Saferparty.ch alert 

warning system 
Local distribution 

- First-Aid 

- Hospital 

- Police 

- Clubs and Bars 

Assessment 

International distribution  

- TEDI – Project 

- EMCDDA 

- div. project 

Alert 

- Picture 

- Substance information 

- Risk-assesment 

DC – Results  

Forensic 

analyses 

EMCDDA 

Media 

Website 



Drug Checking: 

- saves live 

- creates awareness 

- helps to monitor de reality 



Drug Checking saves live 



An integrated Drug Checking service creates awareness about 

drug’s effects and side effects, educates users about harm 

reduction strategy's, and reduces the risks for drug users.  

 

References: 

- Evaluation of Zurich’s Drug Checking service 

- European Pill-Testing study 

- Severl evaluation and study reports 

- Over thirteen years of practice experience! 

Drug Checking creates 

awareness 



DC supports reflection 

processes 

Result, personal explanation of the 

potential risks 



Less poly-drug-use 
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Monitoring: trend during a 

typical party night 



Substance trend on 

Cocaine 
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Substance trend on 

Ecstasy (XTC, MDMA) 
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Contents: 

 Legal information 

 Practical informaion and advices  

 Exerience and achieved results 

 

Goal: 

 Creating clearness about the legal frame wor 

 Working.paper for implementing a Drug Checking service on 

a local level 

 Supporting new region or citys to do Drug Checking 

Swiss Drug Checking 

Fact-sheet 



• Supporting the implementation of new Drug Checking 

services in other Swiss City's and Regions. 

• Collecting data’s on structural level, to develop a national 

monitoring and early warning system. 

• Partnership with European DC-Services (TEDI-Project) 

• The chemical analyse of substances is user neutral, get in 

touch with new user group by providing drug checking for 

poly-drug and steroid users. 

 

Future perspective 



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING 

alex@a-buecheli.ch  


