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The Dutch drug policy 

• Reduce demand & supply 

• Limit risks of drug use 

 

• Production, possesion, selling, importing and 
expertorting drugs is illegal 

• To use drugs is NOT an offence 

 

• Tolerance policy Cannabis (Soft drugs) 

 



DIMS 
• Drugs information and Monitoring System  

 

• Appointed by the Ministery of Health 

 

• Goal: gain insight in the market of illegal recreative drugs in 
the Netherlands and the changes that happen in that market.  

 

• Most important questions: 

– Which substances are found on the illegal drug market? 

– What are the health risks of these substances? 

– What are the prominent trends and changes? 
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Why? 
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Ministry of Health wants to know what is 
happening on the illegal drug market to 
prevent damage to public health. 
 
It is (officially) NOT a consumer service…  



DIMS network 
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Network of: 
• 19 testing services 
• 12 hand in points 



How does it work? 
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DIMSbureau Trimbos
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Jellinek  
Prevention and 

addiction centre and 
testing facility 

Adviesburo drugs 
Advisory body and 

testing facility 

Red Alert Team Amsterdam 
 

-Contaminated drugs 
-Possible drug related 

incidents 
-assesment situation 

- Issue warning to public  
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Red Alert Team 
 
Crisis Team  
City of Amsterdam 
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Assignment Crisis Team:   
1. Prevention casualties  
2. Finding dealer 
3. Image of the city 
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Social media 
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Online advertisement and push messages 
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Heroin testing kit 
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Ending campaign  

• http:// 
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Numbers 
• Warning issued in 15 countries 

• 300 on- and offline news articles 

• 35 matrix signs 

• 375 board signs 

• Posters at 1000 locations 

• 90.000 flyers distributed 

• 1.100 heroin test sold 

• 200.000 views of facebook warnings 

• 310.000 views drugsalert 

• 109.000 views of youtube video 

• 400.000 impression online push notification 

• 15000 euro reward for tip to find dealer 
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Lessons 

• A system for monitoring and reporting drugs 
related incidents 

• Importance of having an expert team like red 
alert team 

• A clear and non judgemental message 

• A clear focus and priority: public health 
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Thank you! 

 
Judith.noijen@jellinek.nl 
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