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Who we are 

www.abd-ong.org 
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Who we are 
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Our objectives 

to reduce the risks 
and harms related to 
recreational drug use 
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Our objectives 

 To provide drug users with objective 
and useful information. 

 To raise awareness among nightlife 
actors and involve them in harm 
reduction. 

 To collect information on illegal drug 
markets and provide early warning to 
drug users. 
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Our objectives 

 To provide personalized attention to 
drug users and others (drug 
proffesionals, media, parents…). 

 To improve our knowledge of drug 
use patterns with the objective of 
influencing the design and 
implementation of policy responses 
adjusted to drug users’ needs. 
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Staff 

 Technical staff (psychologists, social 
workers, chemists, pharmacologists) 

 
 Volunteers (127 in 2014; young and 

frequent attenders of nightlife 
settings; most of them are drug 
users). 
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Services 

 Peer education 
 Outreach activities in nightlife 

settings (festivals, underground raves, 
clubs) 

 Counselling 
 Drug Checking 
 Research 
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Outreach 
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Drug Checking 

 Facilitate direct contact with drug users 
who otherwise don’t have access to drug 
programs. 

 Monitor the illegal market detecting new 
trends of drugs and drugs’ use and make 
this information available to all 
stakeholders involved. 
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Diffussion 
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Diffusion 
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Diffusion 

Notifications to the 
Spanish Early Warning 
System SEAT 
(operated by EMCDDA 
and Europol) 



Diffusion 

14 



Impact 

  4361 samples analysed in 2014 
 1184 users 
 12 notifications to SEAT in 2014 
 35 notifications to SEAT in 2015 

(until September 2015) 
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Impact 
  Contact with “hard-to-reach”drug users: 

more than 60% of users said that  would not 
have contacted drug related prevention 
services.  

 Excelent evaluation of the service (9,27). 
High evaluation of the utility of the service 
(9,31). 

 97% discard using the drug when the result 
is negative.  

 100% of users recommend the service to 
their friends.  
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Evolution 

  1998: starts Energy Control’s 
Drug Checking service with  
colorimetric tests in rave 
parties. 

 
 2000: due to the collaboration 

with the pharmacology 
department of a university 
(IMIM), Energy Control had 
access to further techniques 
such as GC/MS. 
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Evolution 

 2006: with the emergence of 
the adulterant m-CPP in ecstasy 
pills, Energy Control decided to 
develop a new analytical 
technique in order to detect 
this adulterant on site. 

 
 Since TLC was performed in 

Energy Control’s head office, 
the number of analysis done 
and the number of users 
increased gradually year after 
year. 
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Evolution 

 2012: a new method for 
analysing cannabis was 
developed  and this way EC 
could contact with cannabis 
users.  
 

 In 2012, EC acquired a new 
methodology (HPLC/MS) to 
improve its analyses. Nowadays 
with HPLC/MS it’s possible to 
analyse LSD and GHB 
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Evolution 
 In 2014 we developed 

an international Drug 
Checking service with 
the aim to contact  with 
Deep web users 
 

 Please extend a thank 
you to the team of your 
facility, providing your 
services to the 
international 
community will likely 
save lives.  
 



Key aspects for success 

 Team: peer to peer, well trained,  high motivated 

 Free service, quick, anonymous and confidential 

 Access to a relevant and important information 

 Adaptation to illegal market needs 

 Adaptation to target group needs 

 Networking: contact and training exchanges 

 Evolution and technical improvements of the Drug 

Checking service 
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Thanks to the 
collaboration of:  

Thank you for your 
attention 


